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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  WOKINGHAM  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH 
AND  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 
WOKINGHAM  JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1970,  including 
the  statutory  information  required  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Security.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  during  the  past  year  the  health 
of  the  district  remained  excellent  and  no  serious  epidemics  of  infectious 
disease  occurred. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

A  brief  review  of  the  year’s  vital  statistics  as  they  affect  the  Borough 
and  Rural  District  is  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  respective  sections  in 
this  report. 

The  combined  area  now  has  a  population  of  96,810,  the  increase 
during  the  year  being  2,330.  As  in  previous  years  new  arrivals  make  up 
the  greater  part  of  this  figure,  although  the  natural  increase  remains  at 
well  above  the  national  average.  In  the  Rural  District  there  were  893 
more  births  than  deaths  during  the  year  and  in  the  Borough  the  figure 
came  to  245.  The  numbers  of  new  comers  to  the  District  and  Borough 
during  1970  were  807  and  385  lespectively.  These  figures  emphasise  the 
rapid  expansion  of  the  area  and  it  should  not  be  long  before  the  district 
has  a  combined  population  of  over  100,000  and  becomes  a  viable  unit 
for  delegated  responsibilities  in  health  matters. 

In  contrast  to  the  downward  trend  in  the  birth  rate  for  the  rest  of 
the  country,  the  number  of  births  per  thousand  population  in  both  the 
Borough  and  Rural  District  remained  at  a  surprisingly  high  level.  This 
is  partly  due  to  the  large  numbers  of  young  married  persons  taking  up 
residence  in  the  area,  but  apart  from  this  the  area  remains  one  of  more 
than  average  fertility.  The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  in  both  the 
Borough  and  Rural  District  remains  considerably  below  the  national 
average. 

The  level  of  mortality  for  both  districts  was  about  average  and  in 
both  cases  slightly  below  the  level  for  the  rest  of  the  country.  The  causes 
of  death  followed  the  same  pattern;  approximately  22%  (24)  of  the 
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deaths  in  the  combined  districts  were  due  to  ischaemic  heart  disease, 
12%  (20)  to  cancer,  16%  (14)  to  cerebro-vascular  disease  and  11%  (13) 
to  pneumonia  or  bronchitis.  The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  percentage 
deaths  for  each  cause  for  1969  in  England  and  Wales,  and  show  that  this 
district  does  not  differ  significantly  from  the  rest  of  the  country  except, 
perhaps,  in  the  case  of  deaths  from  cancer.  Cases  of  lung  cancer 
amounted  to  20  in  the  Rural  District  compared  with  29  in  the  previous 
year,  while  in  the  Borough  there  were  6  deaths  from  this  cause  compared 
with  4  in  the  previous  year.  The  position  is  therefore  almost  stationary, 
although  the  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  continues 
in  the  rest  of  the  country.  Deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  came  to  14. 

Out  of  the  1,877  births  in  the  combined  districts  in  1970,  17  were 
stillborn  and  infant  deaths  under  one  year  amounted  to  10.  These  figures 
are  related  to  the  efficiency  of  the  obstetric  service,  and  the  fact  that  both 
the  stillbirth  and  early  neonatal  mortality  rate,  as  shown  in  the  tables, 
are  a  long  way  below  those  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  indicates  that  the 
services  in  this  area  are  of  a  very  high  order  indeed. 


COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 

Three  hundred  and  fourteen  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during 
the  year,  compared  with  220  cases  in  1969.  The  incomplete 
vaccination  programme  in  1969,  due  to  the  withdrawal  of  vaccine,  has 
upset  the  usual  bi-annual  peak  year  rhythm,  with  the  result  that  at  the 
end  of  1970  larger  numbers  of  notifications  than  could  normally  be 
expected  were  coming  in.  An  explanation  put  forward  for  this  was  the 
fact  that  the  natural  spread  of  the  disease  had  been  partially  prevented 
by  vaccination,  leaving  larger  than  usual  numbers  of  susceptible  children 
at  risk,  whilst  at  the  same  time  failing  to  eliminate  reservoirs  of  infection. 

Only  four  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  in  the  Rural  District  and 
none  in  the  Borough.  This  is  a  very  creditable  figure,  but  unfortunately 
cannot  be  taken  to  reflect  the  true  position  since  many  cases  of  diarrhoea 
are  not  reported  and  bacteriological  checks  can  only  be  made  on  a 
proportion  of  cases.  Seven  sporadic  cases  of  infective  jaundice  were 
notified.  All  these  were  followed  up  to  check  that  neither  they  nor  their 
contacts  were  blood  donors.  Twelve  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified 
during  the  year,  which  is  about  the  average  number,  and  a  further  8  cases 
were  otherwise  ascertained.  All  of  these  were  sporadic  or  family  cases 
and  no  catering  establishments  were  implicated.  As  usual,  many  of  the 
cases  were  in  travellers  returning  from  abroad  who  were  probably  infected 
outside  this  country.  The  salmonellae  identified  were  as  follows  :  monte- 
video  (1),  panama  (3),  anatum  (2),  enteritidis  (5),  Stanley  (1)  and 
typhimurium  (4).  Tn  four  cases  the  cause  was  unknown. 

Slightly  larger  numbers  of  cases  of  both  whooping  cough  and  scarlet 
fever  were  also  notified. 
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As  usual,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the 
respective  Public  Health  Committees  for  the  support  and  encouragement 
shown  to  myself  and  my  colleagues  during  the  past  year.  I  would  like 
also  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Chief  Engineer,  Planning  Officer  and 
Housing  Manager  of  Wokingham  Rural  District,  and  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  and  Housing  Manager  of  Wokingham  Borough  for  the  sections 
of  this  report  covering  the  activities  of  their  departments.  The  continued 
co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  the 
Borough  and  Rural  District,  together  with  all  their  staff,  and  the  invalu¬ 
able  services  of  my  secretary,  are  much  appreciated. 


I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  W.  MacKICHAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Council  Offices, 
Shute  End, 
Wokingham, 
Berkshire. 


Wokingham  Municipal  Borough 


STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book  at 
31st  March,  1971  . 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1971  . 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  . 


3,403 

6,609 

£1,178,436 

£11,628 


England 

Wokingham  Borough  and  Wales 
Males  Females  Total  Total 


Estimated  mid-year  population : 

20,210 

48,987,700 

Live  births  : 

Total 

232 

201 

433 

784,482 

Legitimate 

218 

190 

408 

719,738 

Illegitimate 

14 

11 

25 

64,744 

Stillbirths  : 

Total 

1 

3 

4 

10,341 

Legitimate 

1 

3 

4 

9,297 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

1,044 

Total  live  and 

Total 

233 

204 

437 

794,823 

stillbirths  : 

Legitimate 

219 

193 

412 

729,035 

Illegitimate 

14 

11 

25 

65,788 

Deaths  of  infants  : 

under  1  year  of  age  Total 

1 

2 

3 

14,269 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

12,592 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

1,677 

under  4  weeks 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

9,663 

of  age 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

8,548 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

1,115 

under  1  week  of  age  Total 

1 

1 

2 

8,328 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

7,343 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

985 

84  104 


188 


575,208 


Deaths  —  all  ages 
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Wokingham  Municipal  Borough 


Live  birth  rates,  etc.'. 

Livebirths  per  1,000  home  population 

(crude  rate)  . 

Area  comparability  factor  . 

Local  adjusted  rate 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate  ... 
Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage 

of  all  live  births . 


Wokingham 

Borough 


England 
and  Wales 


21.4 

.99 

21.2 

1.32 


16.0 

1.00 

16.0 

1.00 
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Stillbirth  rate  : 

Stillbirths  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  9 

Infant  mortality  rates  : 

Deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births  ...  7 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1  year 

per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  7 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1  year 

per  1,000  illegitimate  births  .  — 

Neonatal  mortality  rate 

Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  live  births  ...  5 


13 

18 

17 

26 

12 


Early  neonatal  mortality  rate 

Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  total  live  births  5 

Perinatal  mortality  rate 
Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week  combined, 

per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  14 

Deaths  rates,  etc.  —  all  ages  : 

Deaths  per  1,000  home  population  (crude  rate)  9.3 
Area  comparability  factor  ...  ...  ...  ,97 

Local  adjusted  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  9.0 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate  .77 


11 


23 


11.7 

1.00 

11.7 

1.00 


The  numbers  of  deaths  shown  above  differ  slightly  from  those 
shown  on  page  10  because  of  the  reassignment  of  one  death  following 
receipt  of  information  delayed  by  the  postal  strike. 
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Wokingham  Municipal  Borough 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease  1970  1969 

Measles  .  87  125 

Dysentery  .  —  10 

Scarlet  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  14  3 

Whooping  cough  ...  ...  ...  9  — 

Food  poisoning  .  1  1 

Infective  jaundice  .  —  1 

Tetanus  —  1 


1968 


28 

15 

6 

2 

2 


NOTIFICATION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


Age  Group 

Respiratory 

M  F 

Non-respiratory 
M  F 

35 — 44  years 

•  •  • 

— 

1 

—  — 

45 — 54  years 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

—  — 

65 — 74  years 

•  •  * 

1 

— 

—  — 

Total  (All  ages) 

... 

2 

1 

—  — 
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Wokingham  Municipal  Borough 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

The  number  of  children  who  were  immunised  against  Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus  and  Measles  during  the  year  is  as  follows  : 

DIPHTHERIA/TETANUS  : 

Primary  Injections  .  ...  12 

Re-inforcing  Injections .  299 

DIPHTHERIA/WHOOPING  COUGH/TETANUS  : 

Primary  Injections  .  309 

Re-inforcing  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

MEASLES  : 

Primary  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  494 

The  number  of  children  and  adults  who  were  vaccinated  against 
Smallpox  and  immunised  against  Poliomyelitis  is  as  follows  : 

SMALLPOX  : 

Primary  Vaccinations  .  281 

Re-vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 

POLIOMYELITIS  : 

Primary  Immunisations  ...  ...  ...  ...  303 

Re-inforcing  Immunisations  .  367 
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Wokingham  Municipal  Borough 
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Wokingham  Municipal  Borough 
REPORT  OF  THE  BOROUGH  ENGINEER  &  SURVEYOR 

SEWERAGE  &  SEWAGE  TREATMENT 

During  the  year  further  improvements  have  been  effected  at 
Ashridge  Sewage  Treatment  works  in  as  much  as  the  four  80  ft.  diameter 
percolating  filters  were  completed  and  brought  into  operation  towards 
the  end  of  September. 

Work  was  started  on  the  first  stage  of  the  North  East  Surface  Water 
Drainage  Scheme.  These  works  involved  the  realignment  and  widening 
of  the  main  discharge  ditch  from  the  edge  of  the  residential  area,  Warren 
House  Road,  to  the  Emmbrook. 

The  old  foul  sewer  in  Frederick  Place  has  been  replaced  and  this 
has  considerably  improved  flow  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

HIGHWAYS 

During  the  year  further  resurfacing  of  carriageways  on  principal 
traffic  routes  and  district  roads  has  been  undertaken. 

The  private  street  works  scheme  in  Southlands  Road  has  been  com¬ 
pleted  and  the  Council  have  accepted  the  scheme  for  Murdoch  Road, 
Sturges  Road  and  Crescent  Road.  These  works  should  commence  during 
the  early  part  of  1971. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

In  spite  of  the  continuing  growth  of  the  Borough  the  refuse 
collection  service  continues  to  function  satisfactorily,  a  weekly  collection 
being  maintained  for  all  domestic  premises.  The  trade  and  market  col¬ 
lection  service  from  shops  and  industrial  premises  continues  to  expand. 

It  is  hoped  to  bring  the  investigation  into  the  possible  use  of  pulveri¬ 
sation  to  a  conclusion  during  the  early  part  of  1971  and,  at  the  same 
time,  it  is  hoped  that  a  decision  will  be  arrived  at  concerning  a  future 
tip  in  the  district. 

SWIMMING  POOL  AND  OPEN  SPACES 

Martin’s  Pool  continues  to  be  a  great  attraction  to  residents  of  the 
Borough  and  the  surrounding  districts  and  attendances  have  been  up  to 
the  standard  of  recent  years. 

In  spite  of  staffing  difficulties  during  the  early  part  of  the  season  the 
standard  of  amenity  and  the  quality  of  the  water  was  maintained 
throughout  the  season. 

During  the  year  playground  equipment  has  been  provided  on  four 
of  the  smaller  open  spaces  immediately  adjacent  to  major  residential 
estates  and  it  is  hoped  that  further  equipment  will  be  installed  during 
the  coming  year. 

Use  of  the  tennis  courts  at  Elms  Road  is  increasing. 
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PLANNING  AND  TOWN  DEVELOPMENT 

There  has  been  some  reduction  in  the  number  of  properties  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  year,  this  being  primarily  due  to  the  fact  that  land 
designated  in  the  programme  map  for  residential  development  has  been 
completely  absorbed. 

Apart  from  one  major  area  released  on  appeal  by  the  Minister  the 
remaining  development  now  being  undertaken  is  primarily  concerned 
with  the  re-development  of  large  older  properties. 

HOUSING 

The  programme  approved  by  the  Council’s  Housing  Committee  for 
the  construction  of  29  flats  for  the  elderly  at  Palmer  Court  was  formally 
opened  in  October  1970.  The  remainder  of  this  programme,  namely 
27  three-bedroom  units,  has  now  been  completed. 

H.  G.  BATHURST. 


REPORT  OF  THE  HOUSING  MANAGER 

The  Council’s  first  ‘Warden  Assisted’  development  for  old  persons 
was  completed  during  the  year  and  the  twenty  bed-sittingroom  flats  and 
nine  two  person  flats,  were  occupied  in  August.  The  elderly  tenants 
very  soon  settled  down  and  enjoyed  the  comfort  of  full  central  heating 
and  the  communal  facilities  provided  within  the  building.  Unfortunately 
a  smoke  fire  occurred  on  the  3rd  September  in  the  early  hours  of  the 
morning;  there  was  no  injury  or  damage,  but  it  did  emphasize  the 
importance  of  proper  fire  precautions  and  fire  drill. 

The  remaining  twenty-one  of  the  twenty-seven  three  bedroom 
houses,  erected  on  the  Council’s  sites  of  pre-war  houses  cleared  for 
redevelopment  last  year,  were  handed  over.  This  brought  the  total 
number  of  properties  under  management  to  1043  with  369  lock-up 
garages.  This  does  not  include  the  27  garages  which  are  let  with  the 
newly  built  dwellings. 

The  occupants  of  four  old  cottages  acquired  by  the  Council  in 
Emmbrook  were  rehoused  and  the  properties  demolished. 

The  Department  carried  out  167  lettings  during  the  year  as  follows: 


Applicants  rehoused  off  waiting  list .  86 

Internal  transfers  to  make  best  use  of  accommodation  ...  63 

Exchanges  .  ...  11 

Slum  clearance  .  4 

Staff  tenancies  3 
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There  were  161  applications  registered  on  the  housing  waiting  list; 
of  these  45  were  in  respect  of  persons  over  60  years  of  age.  Twelve  appli¬ 
cations  were  registered  on  the  engaged  couples  list. 

A  total  of  2080  orders  were  issued  for  repairs  to  Council  dwellings. 
The  last  remaining  gas  fires,  80,  installed  in  dwellings,  were  removed 
as  they  were  becoming  obsolete  and  were  replaced  with  1^  kw  wall 
mounted  electric  convector  heaters.  Modifications  were  carried  out  to 
the  communal  television  system  serving  276  dwellings.  The  occupants 
are  now  able  to  take  advantage  of  improved  reception  on  both  channels 
and  this  modification  also  included  the  provision  for  colour  reception. 

Permission  was  given  by  the  Council  for  an  electrically  operated 
stair  lift  to  be  installed  in  one  of  their  houses.  A  young  man  aged  24, 
who  recently  came  to  live  at  the  property  and  who  has  suffered  from 
Muscular  Dystrophy  for  over  twenty  years  and  is  confined  to  a  wheel¬ 
chair,  is  now  able  to  gain  access  to  the  bathroom  and  lavatory  on  the 
first  floor  without  having  to  rely  on  someone  to  carry  him  upstairs. 

P  HEDGES. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

The  period  of  the  year  in  which  people  are  most  aware  of  the  short¬ 
comings  of  the  environment  in  which  they  live  is  June,  July  and  August. 
It  is  during  this  period  that  household  gardens,  public  open  spaces  and 
open  spaces  in  connection  with  factories  are  most  used.  The  year  1970 
was  no  exception,  and  the  greatest  number  of  complaints  were  received 
by  the  Department  during  this  period.  It  is  also  during  this  relatively 
short  period  that  certain  aspects  of  control  are  to  best  advantage  carried 
out,  sampling  of  swimming  pool  water  and  the  hygiene  of  prepared 
foods  being  two  examples. 

No  particular  aspect  of  the  work  received  special  attention  during 
the  year,  but  if  anything  there  was  an  equal  increase  over  the  whole 
field.  Worthy  of  mention,  however,  was  the  improved  standard  of 
hygiene  shown  by  improved  sampling  results;  a  wider  public  knowledge 
of  the  Improvement  Grants  available  for  the  modernisation  and  con¬ 
version  of  houses;  a  tendency  towards  improvement  in  the  rat  problem, 
but  a  similar  tendency  to  an  increase  in  mice,  the  latter  being  more 
difficult  to  control;  a  general  improvement  in  the  physical  condition  of 
watercourses,  and  the  inevitable  increase  in  the  level  of  environmental 
noise. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  mains  water  supply  of  the  area  is  provided  by  the  Mid  Southern 
Water  Company  and  has  remained  satisfactory  from  the  bacteriological 
standards  and  for  its  palatability. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  during  the  year:- 

Water  from  the  mains  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Water  from  Martin’s  Swimming  Pool  ...  ...  ...  53 

Water  from  Martin’s  Swimming  Pool  which  were 

unsatisfactory  .  ...  11 

Water  from  Palmer  School  Swimming  Pool  .  12 

Water  from  Emmbrook  Primary  School  Swimming  Pool  12 
Water  from  Dr.  Barnardo’s  Swimming  Pool  ...  ...  9 

Water  from  other  sources  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Of  the  swimming  pools,  that  of  the  Emmbrook  School,  which  was 
new,  presented  some  difficulties  in  the  early  stages.  The  Council-owned 
Martin’s  Pool  had  the  same  problem  as  in  previous  years,  that  of  bathers 
enjoying  garden  ground  and  then  transferring  pollutants  to  the  foot¬ 
baths  and  occasionally  to  the  main  pool.  However,  the  standard 
achieved  by  the  Pool  staff  was  high. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  concerning  the  erosive 
quality  of  the  domestic  water  supply  which  had  been  alleged  to  have 
had  detrimental  effects  on  domestic  plumbing,  in  particular  on  immer¬ 
sion  heaters. 


MAINS  WATER  SAMPLE  TAKEN  FOR  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 


Chemical  Examination 

Parts  per  Million 

Ammonia  saline 

Absent 

Ammonia  ‘Albuminoid’ 

0.016 

Permanganate  value  (15  minutes) 

0.13 

Permanganate  value  (4  hours) 

0.34 

Nitrogen  from  nitrites 

Absent 

Nitrogen  from  nitrates 

2.5 

Chlorine 

40 

Total  Solid  Residue 

395 

Total  Hardness  (as  calcium  carbonate) 

174 

Permanent  Hardness  (as  calcium  carbonate) 

42 

Lead 

Absent 

Iron  in  solution 

Absent 

Total  iron. 

Absent 

Zinc 

Absent 

Reaction  (pH  value) 

7.8 

Appearance 

clear  and  colourless 

The  water  was  without  odour  and  of  satisfactory  taste.  From  the 

chemical  analysis  there  is  no  evidence  of  pollution  and  the  water  appears 
to  be  satisfactory  for  the  public  supply. 
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RAINFALL 


1. 


Month 

Depth 

in 

Millimetres 

Greatest 

Fall  in 

24  hours 
Depth  in 
mm. 

Date 

No.  of 
days  with 
0.2  mm. 
or  more 

No.  of 
days  with 
1.0  mm. 
or  more 

January 

...  77.21 

13.97 

29th 

22 

18 

February 

...  38.32 

7.62  s.w.* 

12th 

16 

14 

March 

...  43.14 

8.13 

11th 

16 

10 

April 

...  49.30 

8.70 

12th 

22 

14 

May 

...  22.60 

11.40 

8th 

6 

3 

June 

...  45.15 

20.25 

llth 

7 

6 

July 

...  70.90 

16.00 

7th 

15 

11 

August 

...  108.40 

47.40 

7th 

12 

10 

September 

...  53.20 

18.50 

12th 

11 

8 

October 

...  12.20 

5.20 

5th 

7 

4 

November 

...  150.90 

20.60 

6th 

19 

15 

December 

...  30.00 

9-90 

3rd 

12 

5 

701.32  = 

26.61  inches 

165 

118 

Average  of  70  years 
25.51  inches. 

166.34  days  with  .01  inches  or  more  *s.w.=  Snow  Water. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE 

Number  of  samples  of  trade  effluent  taken  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  trade  effluent  ...  15 

Number  of  samples  of  sewage  effluent  taken  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  visits  made  following  problems  and  complaints 

associated  with  main  sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

The  types  of  trade  effluent  being  discharged  have  not  altered  and 
are  in  the  main  associated  with  light  industries : 
e.g.  (a)  Electronic  and  printed  circuit  design  and  development. 

(b)  Plating  work  in  connection  with  catering  and  electrical  equip¬ 
ment. 

(c)  Manufacturing  of  food  processing  machines. 

(d)  Construction  of  bulk  containers  for  dairy  food  and  farm 
industries. 

The  above  have  entered  into  trade  effluent  agreements  with  this 
Authority  and  have  satisfactory  methods  of  treatment,  so  as  to  ensure 
neutral  effluent  discharging  into  the  sewers  at  all  times. 

The  following  are  two  typical  trade  effluent  samples  : 
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Ammoniacal  nitrogen 
Albuminoid  nitrogen 
Nitrogen  from  nitrites 
Nitrogen  from  nitrates 
Permanganate  value  (3  minutes) 
Permanganate  value  (4  hours) 
Biochemical  oxygen  demand 
(5  days  at  20°C.) 

Total  Solids  . 

Solids  in  suspension  — 

Total  Volatile  on  ignition 
Combined  Chlorine 
Reaction  (pH  value) 

Appearance  . 

Odour  . 

Chromium 

Copper  . 

Lead  . 

Zinc 

Cyanide  . 


Parts  per 

Parts  per 

million 

million 

4.16 

Absent 

0.16 

1.6 

Absent 

2.24 

9.9 

16.5 

0.4 

36 

1.0 

90 

49 

138 

506 

2,646 

42 

41 

24 

27 

60 

230 

6.9 

7.9 

Pale  yellowish- 
green.  slightly 

Pale  green 

cloudy 

and  cloudy 

None 

Musty 

0.5 

21.3 

2.75 

0.25 

Absent 

Absent 

0.24 

0.45 

Absent 

Absent 

The  high  chromium  content  shown  was  exceptional  and  was  due  to 
the  point  of  sampling.  The  particular  factory  drainage  system  was 
undergoing  change  and  dilution  and  treatment  were  temporarily  inter¬ 
rupted. 

Higher  than  normal  sampling  of  sewage  effluent  was  necessary 
because  of  the  strike  of  manual  workers  engaged  on  the  plant.  During 
the  relatively  short  period  of  strike  the  standard  was  maintained. 

HOUSING 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


Applications  for  improvement  grants  ...  ...  ...  48 

Applications  for  conversion  grants  ...  .  1 

Applications  approved,  improvement  or  conversion  ...  46 

Applications  for  standard  grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Applications  approved,  standard  .  .  6 

Applications  refused  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  number  of  visits  made  in  respect  of  applications, 

inspections  and  completions  during  the  year .  252 

Total  number  of  housing  units  included  in  applications 

approved  ...  ...  .  55 


Total  sum  involved  in  grants  paid  out  during  the  year  £12,735.15 
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The  greatest  amount  of  working  time  was  spent  under  the  above 
heading.  In  eight  cases  the  entire  scheme  for  individual  house  improve¬ 
ment  was  prepared  in  the  department,  as  being  the  only  effective  way  of 
getting  the  work  done;  had  time  permitted,  at  least  as  many  again  could 
have  been  prepared. 

One  of  the  problems  arising  from  the  addition  to  a  house  of  a  single 
storied  rear  extension  bathroom  has  been  condensation  and  in  several 
cases  this  has  reached  serious  dimensions.  The  main  cause  has  been 
found  to  be  lack  of  air  movement  within  the  building  rather  than 
insulation  of  the  fabric  and  a  considerable  amount  of  time  has  been 
spent  on  advising  occupiers  on  the  subject. 

CLOSING  AND  DEMOLITION  ORDERS 

During  the  year  six  closing  orders  and  one  demolition  order  were 
made.  Five  closing  orders  were  rescinded  where  the  houses  had  been 
made  fit,  and  works  were  in  progress  on  three  others. 

HOUSES  IN  MULTIPLE  OCCUPATION 

There  is  no  problem  within  the  Borough  from  this  mode  of  living. 
During  the  year  one  control  order  was  made  in  respect  of  a  flat,  but 
beyond  this  the  Department’s  attention  was  not  drawn  to  any  case  which 
warranted  action  under  the  Housing  Act  provisions.  High  rents  and 
property  values  may  however  in  the  near  future  give  rise  to  collective 
occupation  or  purchase,  and  it  is  felt  that  this  should  not  be  overlooked 
in  the  normal  routine. 


QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES 

Six  applications  for  qualification  certificates  were  received  and  of 
these  four  were  refused,  two  on  the  grounds  that  amenities  were  lacking 
and  two  on  the  grounds  of  disrepair.  It  is  anticipated  that  applications 
will  increase  in  number  when  the  advantages  are  realised  by  private 
owners. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  11  site  licences  for  individual 
caravans. 

No  problem  arose  from  itinerants  and  travellers,  probably  due  to 
the  lack  of  parking  space  in  the  area  of  the  borough,  and  no  complaints 
were  received  regarding  sanitary  or  amenity  conditions. 


FOOD 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  the  subject  of  complaint  during  the 


year. 

1 .  Cottage  Cheese 

2.  Lemon  Squash 

3.  Mushrooms 

4.  Duck 


Marks  on  container 
Sediment 
Alleged  not  fresh 
Decomposition 
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5.  Tinned  chopped  ham 

6.  Crumpets . 

7.  Watercress 

8.  Frozen  Peas 

9.  Fish  Cake  ... 

10.  Milk  Bottle 

11.  Pork  Pie  . 

12.  Steak  &  Kidney  ... 

13.  Fruit  Pie  . 

14.  Sausage  Roll 

15.  Piece  of  Pork 

16.  Bread  . 

17.  Pork  Sausages 

18.  Eclairs  . 

19.  Chocolate  Fudge  Cake 

20.  Fruit  Cake 

21.  Meal  . 

22.  Milk  . 

23.  Fish  . 

24.  Apple  Tart 

25.  Cake  . 


Marks  on  meat 
Mould 

Excessive  parasites 
Foreign  matter 
Foreign  matter 
Containing  Paper 
Not  fresh 
Mould 
Mould 

Meagre  meat  content 

Decomposition 

Mould 

Sour 

Not  fresh 

Mould 

Mould 

Meat  content  sour 
Foreign  body 
...  High 
Mould 
Not  fresh 


All  the  complaints  were  thoroughly  investigated  and  the  Council's 
policy  of  informal  action  to  prevent  any  recurrence  of  the  circumstance 
or  situation  giving  rise  to  the  complaint  was  pursued.  In  no  case  could 
negligence  be  pinpointed  to  the  extent  of  identifying  negligence  by  the 
individual,  and  in  most  cases  co-operation  with  the  trade  in  either 
changing  a  routine,  a  system,  or  a  method  of  packaging,  had  the  desired 
effect.  Most  of  the  complaints  arose  directly  or  indirectly  from  the  ever 
increasing  demand  by  the  public  for  prepackaging.  In  no  case  did  the 
Council  have  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings. 


FOOD  PREMISES 

In  view  of  the  number  of  shops  dealing  in  a  multiplicity  of  goods 
there  seems  little  point  in  identifying  the  type  of  food  premises  and  T 
have  recorded  the  total  number  of  these  premises,  including  licensed 
premises  to  be:- 

177 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  SAMPLING 

The  work  of  sampling  in  this  field  has  continued  throughout  the 
year  and  a  total  of  67  samples  were  taken  and  these  are  given  in  the 
following  table  : 
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Sample 

No.  Taken 

No.  Unsatisfactory 

Sausages 

6 

1 

Meat  Pies  . 

2 

— 

Sliced  Meats  . 

24 

4 

Flour  confectionery  . . . 

— 

— 

Fresh  Cream . 

11 

3 

Synthetic  Cream 

1 

— 

Milk  . 

5 

— 

Tinned  Meat  . 

. . .  — 

— 

Tinned  Fish  . 

. . .  — 

— 

Others  . 

18 

9 

UNSOUND  FOOD  SURRENDERED/ CONDEMNED 

tons 


Meat  at  slaughterhouses 
Meat  at  wholesale  premises  ... 

Meat  at  retail  shops  . 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 
Canned  meats 

Other  canned  foods  . 

Fish  . 

Fruit  and  Vegetables.. 

Other  foods 
Frozen  Foods 
Cheese  and  Dairy  Foods 
Animal  Foods 
Chickens 


4 

1 


cwts. 


5 

6 

3 
8 

4 

7 

6 

12 

3 

11 


lbs. 


12 

11 


5 

5 

80 

42 


Total 


13  6  43 


Number  of  prosecutions  under  Section  2 
Number  of  prosecutions  under  Section  8 


Nil 

Nil 


SHOPS  ACT  1950 

Two  complaints  were  received  concerning  illicit  Sunday  Trading 
and  these  were  dealt  with  by  verbal  warnings. 

THE  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS) 

ORDER,  1957 

Number  of  people  holding  licences  : 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order  1957  ...  7 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Licensing  of  Waste  Foods 

Sterilization  Plant)  Order  1954  .  1 

Number  of  inspections  carried  out,  1957  Order  ...  11 

Number  of  infringements  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Of  the  above  only  two  plants  are  in  constant  use  and  these  gave  no 
trouble  during  the  year. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  infectious  disease 
and  food  poisoning  dropped  from  82  in  1969  to  37  in  1970.  In  most  cases 
these  were  visits  to  contacts  and  mainly  revolved  on  whether  or  not  food 
handlers  and  others  connected  with  the  food  trade  were  either  suffering 
symptoms  or  were  in  contact  with  patients.  Broadly  speaking  infectious 
disease  did  not  take  up  a  great  deal  of  the  department’s  time  during  the 
vear. 


DISINFESTATIONS  AND  DISINFECTIONS 

Disinfestations  were  carried  out  for  the  eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  2, 
Fleas  10,  Carpet  Beetles  11,  Ants  6,  and  Cockroaches  4. 

Disinfections  in  connection  with  infectious  disease  were  carried  out 
in  3  cases. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

During  the  year  a  limited  control  test  was  carried  out  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not  there  was  any  resistance  to  warfarin.  Four  grey  rats  fed 
exclusively  with  warfarin  bait  died  after  three  days. 

The  following  statistics  cover  the  work  under  this  Act : 


Properties  other  than  Sewers 

Number  of  properties  in  district 

Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises)  inspected 
following  notification 
Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 

than  notification  ...  . 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  ... 

(ii)  Mice  ... 


Type  of  Property 
Non- 

Agricultural  Agricultural 

7,398  37 


902  3 

554  3 

14 


631  1 

331  3 

3 


SEWERS 

Number  of  sewers  infested  by  rats  during 

the  year  .  2 

Number  of  sewers  satisfactorily  treated  ...  2 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  are  no  offensive  trade  establishments  within  the  District. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
(Extract  of  Report  sent  to  H.M.  Factory  Inspectorate) 

REGISTRATION  AND  INSPECTION 

The  number  of  general  inspections  and  total  inspections  increased 
over  the  year,  although  there  was  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  newly 
registered  premises.  There  are  a  number  of  new  premises  that  have  not 
as  yet  registered.  The  position  will  no  doubt  be  regularised  at  the  time 
of  a  general  inspection  in  the  near  future. 

I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  the  Ministry  should  give  more  publicity 
regarding  the  obligation  to  register  new  premises  and  changes  of 
occupancy,  and  at  the  same  time  advise  employees  of  their  rights  under 
the  Act. 

Although  the  figures  for  inspections  in  the  Borough  are  up  on 
previous  years,  I  still  find  that  many  premises  are  not  being  inspected  and 
re-inspected  as  often  as  one  would  like.  This  problem  I  can  see  being 
with  us  as  long  as  the  staff  position  remains  the  same.  The  population 
of  the  Borough  continues  to  increase,  and  with  this  added  work,  and  new 
legislation  continually  coming  into  use,  I  can  foresee  no  improvement  in 
the  rate  of  inspections  to  an  acceptable  standard. 

OPERATION  AND  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  ACT 

Little  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  the  operation  of  the  Act  and 
we  are  finding  a  general  improvement  in  working  conditions  for  employ¬ 
ees  in  the  newer  premises.  This  will  in  turn  spur  on  the  employers  of  the 
older  premises  to  maintain  standards  to  those  that  are  desirable,  if  only 
to  retain  staff. 

With  regard  to  the  O.S.R.P.  (Hoists  and  Lifts)  Regulations  1968, 
there  appears  to  be  too  little  to  comment  on  at  this  stage. 

ACCIDENTS 

All  accidents  reported  were  investigated. 

The  one  comment  regarding  this  section  of  the  Act  has  been  made 
before,  i.e.  more  publicity  should  be  given  to  the  need  to  report  accidents. 
I  feel  that  many  accidents  in  smaller  premises  are  still  not  being  reported. 
The  larger  stores  have  a  set  of  rules  for  Managers  to  notify  Head  Office, 
who  in  turn  report  these  to  the  Local  Authority. 

PROSECUTIONS 

None  were  taken  during  the  year,  although  authority  has  been  given 
where  there  was  thought  to  be  need,  but  to  date  this  has  not  been 
necessary. 
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(a)  REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  receiving 
a  general  inspec¬ 
tion  during 
the  year 

Offices  . 

— 

81 

24 

Retail  shops 

2 

124 

46 

Wholesale  shops. 

Warehouses 

— 

5 

3 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public. 

canteens 

1 

13 

7 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

3 

224 

80 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  made  during  the  year  ...  171 


(b)  ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 

Section  Number  of  Contraventions  found 

4  Cleanliness  . 

5  Overcrowding  . 

6  Temperature  . 

Ventilation  . 

8  Lighting  . 

9  Sanitary  conveniences  . 

10  Washing  facilities  ... 

1 1  Supply  of  drinking  water . 

12  Clothing  accommodation  . 

13  Sitting  facilities  . 

14  Seats  (Sedentary  Workers)  . 

15  Eating  facilities  . 

16  Floors,  passage  and  stairs 

17  Fencing  exposed  parts  machinery 

1$  Protection  of  young  persons  from  dangerous 

machinery 

19  Training  of  young  persons  working  at  dangerous 

machinery 

23  Prohibition  of  heavy  work  . 

24  First  Aid  . 

Other  matters  . 


1 

1 

1 


1 


3 


Total 


8 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

There  are  no  licensed  premises  within  the  Borough. 

KNACKER’S  YARD 

The  one  licenced  yard  within  the  Borough  area  has  operated  satis¬ 
factorily  during  the  year  and  all  meat  is  sterilized  in  the  premises.  The 
occupier  co-operated  with  a  local  factory  engaged  on  experimental  work 
involving  meat  sterilization  and  authorisations  were  issued  to  allow 
small  quantities  of  unsterilized  meat  to  be  supplied  for  use  in  the  experi¬ 
mental  process. 

Very  few  animals  are  slaughtered  in  the  yard.  In  most  cases  animals 
are  brought  in  dead. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

There  was  a  marked  improvement  in  the  physical  condition  of  the 
Emm  Brook  during  the  year.  This  principal  watercourse  of  the  Borough 
has  over  the  last  few  years  been  subject  to  greater  variation  in  the 
volume  of  flow  due  to  the  run  off  of  surface  water  from  new  develop¬ 
ments.  Several  main  ditches  flowing  into  it  were  checked  for  pollution 
and  only  at  two  points  was  pollution  found  and  remedied. 

PETROLEUM  ACT  AND  REGULATIONS 

Number  of  retail  premises  licensed  for  the  storage  of 

petroleum  spirit  .  10 

Number  of  other  premises  licensed  for  storage  includ¬ 
ing  the  storage  of  substance  containing  petroleum  spirit  15 

Number  of  tests  carried  out,  tanks  .  6 

Number  of  inspections  carried  out  .  24 

Number  of  tests  carried  out,  service  pipes  .  24 

During  the  year  one  petrol  filling  station  was  converted  to  self 
service  with  attendance  and  proposals  were  received  to  convert  another 
partly  to  unattended  self  service. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

By  far  the  greatest  number  of  complaints  received  concerned  bon¬ 
fires  and  fumes  rather  than  smoke  and  in  all  cases  these  were  dealt  with 
informally.  The  practice  of  consulting  the  list  of  planning  applications 
as  a  means  of  obtaining  advance  knowledge  of  proposed  installations 
was  continued  and  contact  made  with  the  applicants  at  an  early  stage. 
This  procedure  has  always  proved  useful.  An  exercise  was  engaged  in 
early  in  the  year  to  ascertain  the  fall  out  in  one  small  area  of  the  town. 
Over  a  period  of  six  weeks  the  principal  element,  over  90%  in  fact,  was 
natural  and  not  man  made  pollutant.  Observations  taken  of  smoke 
emission  were  mainly  during  the  early  spring  and  late  autumn  and  were 
confined  to  the  industrial  area. 
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Dark  and  black  smoke 

Number  of  contraventions  recorded 

— 

(a)  successful  prosecutions  ... 

— 

(b)  unsuccessful  prosecutions 

— 

Furnaces 

(a)  notifications  received 

3 

(Section  3) 

(b)  applications  for  prior  approval 

(c)  number  of  cases  in  which 

3 

Grit  and  dust  emissions 

alterations  were  required  .  . 

1 

(Section  5) 

(a)  number  of  contraventions 

— 

(b)  type  of  plant  involved . 

— 

(Section  6) 

(a)  number  of  plans  submitted 

(b)  number  of  cases  in  which 

3 

alterations  were  required 

1 

(c)  number  approved  . 

3 

Height  of  chimneys 

(a)  number  of  plans  submitted 

(Section  10) 

showing  new  chimneys 
(b)  number  of  cases  in  which 

2 

alterations  were  required 

2 

(c)  number  approved 

(d)  number  of  chimneys  erected  not 

complying  with  approved 

o 

x- 

plans . 

(e)  number  of  chimneys  erected  out¬ 

■ 

side  the  control  of  Section  10 

— 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  1960 

During  the  summer  months  the  Council  co-operated  with  adjoining 
local  authorities  in  monitoring  noise  from  aircraft  following  experimental 
re-routing  of  aircraft  to  and  from  Heathrow  Airport.  The  results  indicated 
that  there  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  amount  of  noise  from  this 
source  generally,  but  in  the  North  East  of  the  Borough  in  particular. 
Representations  were  made  to  Central  Government. 

A  second  source  of  environmental  noise,  also  one  outside  the 
statutory  control  of  the  authority,  was  from  motor  vehicles,  due  to 
re-routing  of  traffic  in  the  town  and  the  increase  in  traffic  generally. 

The  domestic  noise  within  the  control  of  the  Borough  resulted  in  an 
increased  number  of  observations  taken  and  in  the  necessity  for  formal 
action  in  three  cases  and  in  legal  proceedings  in  one  case.  A  close  watch 
was  kept  on  the  use  of  compressors  without  sound  muffs,  and  on  the 
use  outside  the  permitted  hours  of  ice  cream  vendors’  chimes. 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960  —  SECTION  1. 


26 


Industrial  Commercial  Domestic  Total 

Number  of  nuisances  confirmed  ...  1 

Number  of  nuisances  remedied 

15 

4 

20 

informally  .  1 

Number  of  abatement  notices 

15 

2 

18 

under  Section  1  .  1 

Number  of  nuisance  orders 

1 

1 

3 

under  Section  1  .  — 

— 

1 

1 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING 
MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

Six  monthly  sampling  of  the  following  materials  were  taken  for 
analysis  from  a  large  bedding  manufacturer  within  the  Borough : 

Down  Feathers  and  Down  Down  and  Feathers 

Sisal  Unused  Cotton  Felt  Duck  and  Poultry  Feathers 

Coir  Fibre  Feathers  Curled  Poultry  Feathers 

Three  samples  proved  to  be  below  standard  and  the  company  immed¬ 
iately  withdrew  all  stocks.  Subsequent  sampling  of  replacement  stocks 
were  satisfactory. 

Five  samples  of  imported  soft  toys  sampled  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 
Two  licences  were  issued  under  this  Act. 


VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS 
(a)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


Primary  Inspections  (houses) .  41 

Primary  Inspections  (others) .  101 

Revisits  re  :  above  .  82 

Moveable  dwellings  (sites)  .  11 

Infectious  diseases  and  disinfection  .  40 

Places  of  public  entertainment  .  5 

Offices  .  120 
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Workplaces  .  18 

Water  supplies .  32 

Swimming  pools .  ...  18 

Watercourses  and  ditches  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Drainage  (including  trade  effluents)  .  ...  124 

Sewage  and  drainage  disposal  60 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dirty  and  verminous  persons .  ...  1 

Insect  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Offensive  accumulations  .  8 

Keeping  of  animals  .  6 

Fairgrounds  .  3 

Public  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Household  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Flooding  ...  .  .  21 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(b)  HOUSING  ACT 

Houses  (primary  inspections) .  38 

Re-visits  above .  ...  27 

Overcrowding 

Miscellaneous  (including  improvement  grants)  ...  ...  103 


(c)  FACTORIES  ACT 

Factories  (including  powered  and  non-powered  factories)  and 


Building  Sites  ...  .  14 

Outworkers  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(d)  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  .  8 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  .  16 

Grocers .  58 

Confectioners  (including  flour,  cake  and  sugar)  ...  ...  10 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Canteens  ...  8 

Street  food  vendors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Milk  premises  and  sampling . 6 

Ice  cream  premises  and  sampling  ...  .  10 

Knacker’s  yard  3 

Food  wholesalers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Food  inspection  —  Meat  and  other  foods  .  40 

Bacteriological  sampling  of  meat  and  other  foods  ...  ...  60 
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(e)  SHOPS  ACT  (1950)  . 

(f)  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAYS  PREMISES  ACT, 

1 9 6 3  • • •  t • *  •*«  * •  *  *• 

(g)  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS 

ACT,  1951 . 

(h)  CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956  . 

(i)  NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960  . 

(j)  PETROLEUM  ACTS  AND  REGULATIONS  . 

(k)  PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951  . 

(l)  PREVENTIONS  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

(m)  BETTING,  GAMING  AND  LOTTERIES  ACT,  1964  .. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Premises 

a) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 
(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities 

14 

14 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

58 

18 

L. 

(iii)  Other  premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  outworkers' 
premises)  ... 

7 

6 

TOTAL  . 

79 

38 

4 

— 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector 

(2)  (3)  (4)  (5) 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

Prosecutions 

were 

Instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

— 

_ 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

_ 

Unreasonable  temper¬ 
ature 

Inadequate  ventilation  ... 

2 

2 

— 

_ _ 

Ineffective  drainage  to 
floors  ... 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 
(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

3 

3 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  Outwork) 

3 

3 

TOTAL  . 

10 

10 

— 

— 

— 

OUTWORKERS 

There  are  no  registered  outworkers  in  the  Borough. 


JOHN  B.  BOWDEN. 
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The  Rural  District  of  Wokingham 


STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres)  .  40,828 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book  at 

31st  March,  1971  .  23,300 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1971 .  £3,566,832 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate .  £35,400 


Wokingham  Rural  District 

England 

and  Wales 

Males 

Females  T  otal 

(T  otal ) 

Estimated  mid -year  population  : 

— 

— 

76,100 

48,987,700 

Live  births  :  Total 

750 

694 

1,444 

784,482 

Legitimate 

726 

667 

1,393 

719,738 

Illegitimate 

24 

27 

51 

64,744 

Stillbirths  :  Total 

5 

8 

13 

10,341 

Legitimate 

4 

8 

12 

9,297 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

1,044 

Total  live  and  Total 

755 

702 

1,457 

794,823 

stillbirths  :  Legitimate 

730 

675 

1,405 

729,035 

Illegitimate 

25 

27 

52 

65,788 

Deaths  of  infants  : 

under  1  year  of  age  Total 

12 

5 

17 

14,269 

Legitimate 

11 

5 

16 

12,592 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

1,677 

under  4  w’ks  of  age  Total 

6 

4 

10 

9,663 

Legitimate 

5 

4 

9 

8,548 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

1,115 

under  1  week  of  age  Total 

5 

3 

8 

8,328 

Legitimate 

4 

3 

7 

7,343 

Illegitimate 

1 

— • 

1 

985 

Deaths  —  all  ages  : 

297 

254 

551 

575,208 

Wokingham 

England 

Live  birth  rates ,  etc .  : 

Rural  District 

and  Wales 

Livebirths  per  1,000  home  population 

(crude  rate)  . 

.  .  • 

.  . 

19.0 

16.0 

Area  comparability  factor 

•  .  . 

.  . 

.93 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  rate  . 

•  •  • 

.  . 

17.7 

16.0 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate  . . 

1.10 

1.00 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  %  of  all  live  births 

4 

8 

Stillbirth  rate  : 

Stillbirths  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

9 

13 

Infant  mortality  rates  : 

18 

Deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births 

.  . 

12 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1  year  per 

17 

1,000  legitimate  live  births 

. . . 

•  • 

11 
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Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1  year  per 
1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Neonatal  mortality  rate 
Deaths  under 4  weeks  per  1,000  live  births  ... 
Early  neonatal  mortality  rate 

Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Perinatal  mortality  rate 
Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week  combined, 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

Deaths  rates,  etc.  —  all  ages  : 

Deaths  per  1,000  home  population  (crude  rate) 
Area  comparability  factor 
Local  adjusted  rate 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate  ... 


20 

26 

7 

12 

6 

11 

14 

23 

7.2 

11.7 

1.29 

1.00 

9.3 

11.7 

.79 

1.00 

The  numbers  of  deaths  shown  above  differ  slightly  from  those  shown 
on  page  33  because  of  the  reassignment  of  one  death  following  receipt 
of  information  delayed  by  the  postal  strike. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease  1970 


Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  227 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  4 

Scarlet  Fever  .  17 

Whooping  cough  ...  ...  4 

Acute  meningitis  ...  ...  1 

Paratyphoid  fever  . 

Food  poisoning  .  11 

Infective  jaundice  ...  ...  7 


1969 

1968 

95 

47 

28 

21 

12 

9 

5 

62 

2 

1 

2 

1 

7 

5 

16 

1 

NOTIFICATION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


Age  Group 

Respiratory 

M  F 

Noil-respiratory 
M  F 

5  — 

9  years 

...  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

15  — 

19  years 

...  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

20  — 

24  years 

...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

25  — 

34  years 

.  •  .  .  .  • 

1 

1 

1 

— 

35  — 

44  years 

...  ... 

1 

3 

— 

— 

45  — 

54  years 

...  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55  — 

64  years 

...  •  •  • 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  — 

74  years 

... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Total  (All  ages) 

6 

6 

1 

1 

The  Rural  District  of  Wokingham 
VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 
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The  number  of  children  who  were  immunised  against  Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus  and  Measles  during  the  year  is  as  follows  : 

DIPHTHERIA/TETANUS  : 

Primary  Injections  .  61 

Re-inforcing  Injections  .  1,047 

DIPHTHERIA/WHOOPING  COUGH/TETANUS  : 

Primary  Injections  .  1,430 

Re-inforcing  Injections  .  487 

MEASLES  : 

Primary  Injections  .  1,075 

The  number  of  children  and  adults  who  were  vaccinated  against 
Smallpox  and  immunised  against  Poliomyelitis  is  as  follows  : 

SMALLPOX  : 

Primary  Vaccinations  1,077 

Re- vaccinations  .  539 

POLIOMYELITIS : 

Primary  Immunisations  .  1,408 

Re-inf orcing  Immunisations .  1,441 
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The  Rural  District  of  Wokingham 
REPORT  OF  THE  ENGINEER  TO  THE  COUNCIL 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  new  soil  sewer  linking  the  Shinfield  Rise  Housing  Estate  with 
the  Shinfield  main  drainage  area  has  been  completed,  and  this  has 
enabled  the  pumping  station  on  the  estate  to  be  demolished,  thus 
eliminating  the  flooding  in  the  Wilderness  Road  area  previously  caused 
by  the  flows  from  this  estate. 

The  new  relief  soil  sewer  north  of  the  Wokingham/Reading  railway 
line  at  Winnersh  has  been  constructed,  enabling  the  Arbor  Lane  Pumping 
Station  to  be  dispensed  with  and  the  area  to  be  directly  connected  to  the 
sewer  by  gravity.  The  provision  of  this  sewer  will  prevent  the  flooding 
which  has  previously  occurred  in  the  front  gardens  of  the  houses  in 
Reading  Road  and  also  those  in  Arbor  Lane. 

Main  drainage  was  provided  for  the  first  time  to  the  houses  in 
Denmark  Avenue,  which  will  be  extended  in  the  near  future  to  the 
properties  in  Copse  Mead,  and  to  the  Warren  Lane  area  of  Nine  Mile 
Ride,  Finchampstead. 

Design  of  the  main  drainage  scheme  for  Hare  Hatch/Know!  Hill, 
Wargrave,  is  in  hand. 

In  conjunction  with  the  modernisation  of  the  Council  houses  in 
Sawpit  Road,  Hurst,  a  small  temporary  disposal  works  was  constructed 
to  enable  the  properties  to  be  provided  with  main  drainage  facilities.  The 
flow  thereto  will  ultimately  be  connected  into  the  proposed  main  drainage 
system  of  Hurst  Village. 


SURFACE  WATER  DRAINAGE 

The  new  weir  outlets  and  ancillary  drainage  to  the  lakes  at  Maiden 
Erlegh  and  South  Lake  are  now  completed,  and  a  new  surface  water 
sewer  was  provided  in  the  Denmark  Avenue  and  Waingels  Road  area  of 
Woodley,  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Council. 

Improvements  to  the  surface  water  system  in  the  Reading  Road/ 
Park  Lane  area  of  Finchampstead  have  also  been  carried  out  during 
the  year. 

D.  J.  RICHARDS 


REPORT  OF  THE  PLANNING  OFFICER 


PROPOSALS  SUBMITTED: 

Outline  planning  applications  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  202 

Detailed  development  plans  for  housing  .  134 

Detailed  plans  relating  to  business  premises,  alterations  and 

additions  to  houses,  large  garages,  vehicular  accesses,  etc.  621 

Caravans  .  29 

Advertisements  .  20 
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Industrial  buildings  .  10 

Local  Authority  Development  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Schools  .  34 

Government  Departments  .  2 

Statutory  Undertakings  .  6 

Working  of  minerals  .  2 

Proposals  requiring  approval  under  Building  Regulations  only 

(permitted  development)  .  647 


1,726 


(1969  Total  1,501) 


PRIVATE  BUILDING: 


The  number  of  houses  completed  in  1970  or  under  construction  on 
31st  December,  1970,  in  the  various  parishes,  is  as  follows:- 

V nder 

Completed  Construction 


Arborfield 

Barkham 

Charvil 

Earley 

Finchampstead 

Hurst 

Remenham 

Ruscombe 

Shinfield 

Sonning 

Swallowfield  . . . 
Twyford 
Wargrave 
Winnersh 

Wokingham  Without 
Woodley 


1969  figures 


2 

Nil 

4 

1 

— 

6 

24 

36 

12 

10 

1 

2 

29 

1 

2 

6 

2 

21 

8 

26 

30 

26 

20 

113 

18 

357 

64 

616 

203 

681 

243 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  BUILDING  : 

Finchampstead  (Gorse  Ride) 

Sonning  (Glebe  Lane) . 

HOUSING  ASSOCIATIONS  : 
Wargrave  . 


172  completed 
9  none  completed 


24  none  completed 


R.  E.  REYNOLDS 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HOUSING  MANAGER 

The  first  phase  of  the  Gorse  Ride  development  comprising  172 
dwellings  was  completed  during  the  year  and  construction  was  well  under 
way  on  the  nine  bungalows  at  Sonning. 

The  total  stock  of  properties  under  management  at  31st  December, 
1 970,  was  made  up  as  follows  : 


HOUSING 

Parish  Pre  1939 

• 

1939-44 

1945-60 

1961-66 

Post  1 967 

Total 

Arborfield 

38 

2 

42 

— 

17 

99 

Barkham 

8 

— 

14 

— 

— 

22 

Charvil 

— 

2 

45 

— 

— 

47 

Earley 

4 

— 

37 

10 

— 

51 

Finchampstead 

25 

— 

44 

— 

172 

241 

Hurst 

22 

— 

25 

— 

— 

47 

Remenham 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

8 

Ruscombe 

31 

— 

77 

— 

— 

108 

Shinfield 

56 

• — 

227 

125 

— 

408 

Sonning 

34 

— 

47 

— 

9 

90 

Swallowfield 

39 

2 

19 

6 

— 

66 

Twyford 

36 

— 

64 

60 

— 

160 

Wargrave 

46 

— 

116 

— 

— 

162 

Winnersh 

20 

— 

39 

— 

221 

280 

Wokingham/ 

Without 

15 

2 

73 

— — 

_ 

90 

Woodley 

26 

— 

367 

30 

56 

479 

400 

8 

1,244 

231 

475 

2,358 

CARAVAN  SITES 

California,  Finchampstead  .  83  plots 

Grovelands  Avenue,  Winnersh  ...  ...  68  plots 


151  plots 
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It  is  hoped  that  during  the  year  development  will  be  commenced  on 
sites  at  Arborfield,  and  Ruscombe  and  further  development  at  Gorse 
Ride.  Finchampstead. 


The  Housing  Waiting  List  at  31st  December,  1970,  stood  at  571, 


made  up  as  follows  : 

Parish 

As  at  31/12/69 

As  at  31/ 12/70 

Arborfield  . 

33 

35 

Barkham  . 

.  4 

5 

Earley  . 

.  37 

60 

Finchampstead 

.  25 

21 

Hurst  . 

.  14 

19 

Remenham  . 

.  7 

6 

Ruscombe  . 

.  8 

8 

Shinfield  . 

.  67 

77 

Sonning . 

.  15 

22 

Swallowfield  . 

.  20 

25 

Twyford . 

.  45 

67 

Wargrave  . 

.  34 

28 

Winnersh 

.  59 

56 

Wokingham  Without 

.  56 

68 

*Woodley . 

.  80 

74 

509 

571 

*No  separate  figures  for  Charvil  Parish  but  included  in  Woodley. 

R.  J.  WATTS. 
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The  Rural  District  of  Wokingham 
REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

WET  SCAVENGING 


(a)  COLLECTION 


The  cesspool  emptying  fleet  has  been  reduced  to  five  vehicles,  one  of 
which  is  a  reserve  machine.  All  are  of  1,500  gallon  capacity. 


No.  of  vehicle  hours  worked . 

No.  of  miles  travelled  . 

No.  of  gallons  of  fuel  used  . 

No.  of  cesspools  emptied  . 

Length  of  hose  used  (ft.)  . 

Sewage  disposed  of  (gals.)  . 

1969 

7,031 

59,231 

6,218 

7,005 

851,860 

12,884,980 

1970 

6,772 

59,428 

6,608 

8,007 

921,990 

13,633,570 

(b)  DISPOSAL 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  cesspool  sewage,  in  gallons, 
disposed  of  at  the  various  sites,  compared  with  the  previous  year:  — 

Site  1969  1  970 

Gypsy  Lane  ...  ...  ...  ...  397,000  686,850 

Colemans  Moor  ...  ...  ...  3,088,230  1,830,270 

Winnersh  Farm  .  1,058,050  2,359,475 

Other  sites  .  176,500  146,000 

Into  manholes  at — 

Wargrave  sewers 

Shinfield  sewers  ... 

Aborfield  works  ... 

2,291,800 

1,441,550 

4,431,850 

2,840,450 

1,368,000 

4,424,525 

12,884,980 

13,655,570 

CONNECTIONS  TO  MAIN  DRAINAGE 

Number  of  Notices  sent  to  householders  stating  that  the 

sewer  was 

available  for  connection  (Woodley  area)  ... 

•  •  •  *  • « 

26 

Number  of  properties  connected  to  public 

sewer 

29 

Arborfield  . 

2 

Barkham  . 

2 

Ruscombe . 

1 

Shinfield 

6 

Swallowfield  . 

7 

Wargrave  . 

2 

Wokingham  Without  . 

3 

Woodley  . 

3 

The  Rural  District  of  Wokingham 

DRY  SCAVENGING 
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(a)  COLLECTION 

The  collection  fleet  consists  of  one  60  cubic  yard  S.  &  D.  Pakamatic, 
eight  35  cubic  yard  S.  &  D.  Pakamatics  and  one  Dual  Tip  Karrier 
of  18  cubic  yard  capacity.  In  addition,  two  Telehoist  container  vehicles 
are  used  in  conjunction  with  10  cubic  yard  lidded  bins  for  normal  type 
refuse  and  6  cubic  yard  open  type  bins  for  other  classes  of  refuse. 

The  18  yarder  was  used  as  a  reserve  vehicle,  but  proved  completely 
inadequate  for  that  job.  One  of  the  35  cubic  yard  Pakamatics  is  equipped 
to  deal  with  1^  cubic  yard  circular  bins,  of  which  there  are  some  50  in 
the  district. 

The  use  of  the  Telehoist  container  system  is  proving  extremely 
adaptable,  as  this  machine  will  collect  abandoned  cars  and  transport 
tracked  machines  in  addition  to  removing  refuse.  One  hundred  and 
seventy  cars  have  been  conveyed  to  the  tip  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  work  carried  out  by  refuse  collection 
vehicles,  container  lorries  and  tippers  : 


1969 

1970 

Total  working  time  (hours) 

24,693 

24,765 

Miles  travelled  ...  . 

88,089 

110,868 

Fuel  used  (gals.)  . 

18,783 

22,742 

Oil  used  (pts.)  . 

6,916 

9,331 

Total  refuse  collected 

(cubic  yards)  . 

204,479 

223,057 

M.P.G.  (Average)  . 

4.22 

4.86 

Refuse  dealt  with  per  gal.  fuel  used 

(cubic  yards)  (Average) 

11.62 

10.13 

(b)  DISPOSAL 

Only  one  site  was  in  use  and  all  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping.  Two  tipping  lorries,  a  bulldozer,  a  caterpillar  shovel  and  tractor 
mounted  shovel  and  back-acter,  are  employed  at  the  tip.  This  equip¬ 
ment  is  also  used  for  dealing  with  accumulations  of  sludge,  etc,  on 
cesspool  emptying  sites. 

During  the  year  the  Council  acquired  an  additional  disposal  site 
at  the  southern  edge  of  the  district.  An  approximate  area  of  three  to  four 
acres  is  involved,  the  land  being  leased  at  a  nominal  rent  on  the  under¬ 
standing  that  the  site  was  fenced  and  the  accumulation  of  indiscriminate 
tipping  and  car  dumping  being  cleared  up  by  the  Council.  Fencing  was 
completed  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  some  preliminary  clearing  work 
was  done  with  a  view  to  a  start  being  made  early  in  1971. 

The  Council  are  themselves  breaking  up  and  selling  scrap  cars, 
this  being  found  a  more  satisfactory  method  than  the  employment  of 
private  contractors  on  the  Council’s  land.  Approximately  £400  resulted 
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from  the  disposal  of  scrap  metal.  In  addition,  £1250  was  collected  in 
disposal  charges  for  the  use  of  the  tip. 

The  income  from  the  hire  and  emptying  of  containers  under 
contract  was  £3,000,  and  in  addition  £600  was  received  from  other  users 
of  the  containers. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Four  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  analysis  from  private 
wells  and  four  from  storage  tanks  connected  to  mains  supply.  All 
samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Water  is  supplied  in  the  majority  of  the  area  by  the  Thames  Valley 
Water  Board.  Two  small  areas  in  the  Rural  District  have  no  piped 
supply  available.  One,  at  the  junction  of  the  River  Loddon  with  the 
Thames,  is  used  primarily  for  summer  residence,  being  subject  to  flood. 
Bacteriological  samples  from  the  wells  in  the  gravel  subsoil  of  that  area 
have  always  proved  satisfactory.  The  other  area  without  a  piped  supply 
is  the  Aston  Ferry  sector  of  Remenham  parish,  where  the  isolated  dwell¬ 
ings  and  farmhouses  obtain  their  water  from  wells  into  the  chalk,  which 
have  similarly  given  satisfactory  results  on  testing. 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

Six  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 
Five  were  satisfactory  and  one  showed  a  high  bacteriological  count  due 
to  insufficient  chlorination.  This  was  subsequently  rectified. 

A  number  of  visits  were  paid  to  swimming  pools  at  schools  to 
check  the  efficiency  of  the  chlorination  plant  in  particular.  Advice  is 
given  when  required. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  AND  FOOD  HYGIENE 

REGULATIONS 

INSPECTIONS. 


Dairies  . 

.  7 

Milk  Delivery  Vehicles 

.  5 

Bakehouses 

.  14 

Bakers’  and  Confectioners’  Shops 

.  28 

Butchers’  Shops 

.  212 

Wet  Fish  Shops  . 

.  13 

Canteens  and  Catering  Establishments 

.  102 

Confectioners’  Shops  ... 

.  36 

Grocers’  and  General  Provision  Shops 

.  412 

Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises 

.  81 

Stalls  and  other  Vehicles 

.  61 

Ice  Cream  Shops  . 

.  8 

Fruiterers’  and  Greengrocers’  Shops  ... 

.  71 

Miscellaneous . 

.  201 
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UNSOUND  FOOD 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  during  the  year  : 

221  lbs.  Beef  English  19  lbs.  Bacon  English 

4J  lbs.  Pork  English  140  lbs.  Sea  Trout 

110  lbs.  Meat  joints  78  lbs.  Pineapple  pulp 

(refrigerator  breakdown)  1,291  tins  various  foodstuffs 

148  lbs.  Chicken  11,939  packets  frozen  foodstuffs 

29  lbs.  Turkey  (refrigerator  breakdown) 

10  trays  Peaches 

The  number  of  complaints  received  regarding  unsound  food  totalled 
35  —  an  increase  of  4  over  the  previous  year. 

In  4  cases  of  complaint  it  was  found  necessary  to  report  the  facts 
to  the  Committee  and  warning  letters  were  sent  to  the  retailers  and  ♦ 
wholesalers  concerned.  These  cases  included  a  piece  of  wire  in  sausage 
meat,  mould  in  sausage  rolls,  dirty  milk  bottle  and  inferior  tinning  of 
grapefruit. 

It  will  be  noted  the  refrigeration  breakdowns  in  plants  at  Super¬ 
markets  accounted  for  a  considerable  amount  of  condemned  foodstuffs. 
These  breakdowns  are  proving  more  numerous  and  there  appears  to  be 
no  answer  to  the  problem  which  is  essentially  one  for  the  equipment 
manufacturers. 


SECTION  16 

Five  applications  for  registration  of  premises  for  the  sale  of  pre¬ 
packed  ice  cream  were  received  and  granted  during  the  year. 


POULTRY  INSPECTION 

There  is  only  one  establishment  engaged  full  time  on  the  slaughter 
and  dressing  of  poultry. 

The  premises  are  unusual  in  that  the  birds  are  dressed  specifically 
for  Pakistani  immigrants. 

A  weekly  inspection  is  carried  out  when  possible  and  approximately 
1,800  birds  are  slaughtered  per  week  with  a  rate  of  condemnation  running 
between  1%  — 2%  of  the  total. 


BRUCELLOSIS. 

No  samples  of  raw  milk  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  brucella 
abortus  during  the  year. 
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DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1957 

The  number  of  persons  holding  licences  under  the  above  Act  totals 

26,  an  increase  of  one  over  the  previous  year.  A  full  survey  was  again 
carried  out  during  the  year  but  apart  from  minor  matters  no  official 
action  was  undertaken. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1963 

Twelve  licences  were  issued  under  the  above  Act  and  no  transfer  of 
business  occurred  during  the  year.  The  general  conditions  at  the 
Boarding  Kennels  were  satisfactory  and  41  inspections  were  carried  out. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

One  application  was  received  but  was  subsequently  withdrawn. 

HOUSING 

SLUM  CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME. 

The  following  shows  the  action  taken  during  the  year  under  the 
above  programme  : 

(1)  Number  of  properties  represented  as  unfit  for  human 

habitation  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(2)  Number  of  houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas 

as  a  result  of  formal  procedure  under  Sections  16  or  17 

(1)  Housing  Act,  1957  5 

(3)  Number  of  unfit  houses  closed  under  Section  16  (4),  17 
(1),  and  35  (1)  Housing  Act,  1957,  and  Section  26 

Housing  Act,  1961  6 

Number  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  families  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(4)  Number  of  unfit  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied: 

After  informal  notice  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  9 

HOUSING  ACT  1964  (Part  II). 

Compulsory  improvement  of  dwellings  : 

Number  of  representations  received  .  Nil 

HOUSING  INSPECTIONS. 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  defects  : 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  310 

Overcrowding  .  2 

Miscellaneous  .  12 
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CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT 

ACT,  1960 

The  position  regarding  the  number  of  caravans  in  the  district  is 
substantially  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  under  review  26  applications  were  considered,  of 
which  10  were  refused  and  16  granted  for  a  limited  period. 

The  Council’s  sites,  83  at  Finchampstead  and  68  at  Winnersh,  have 
a  considerable  waiting  list. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

No  formal  action  was  taken  under  the  above  Act,  apart  from 
Notices  received  under  Section  3  (1)  regarding  installations  of  furnaces 
to  which  that  Section  applies. 

Numerous  complaints  were  received  regarding  bonfires,  which  were 
dealt  with  informally. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  50 
Two  burials  were  carried  out  during  the  year  under  the  above  Act. 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964 

The  number  of  dealers  now  registered  under  the  above  Act  is  18. 

One  application  was  received  during  the  year,  but  this  related  to  a 
transfer  of  business  premises. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED 
PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE  : 

Class  of  Workplace  No.  of  Persons  Employed 


Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 ,049 

Retail  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  687 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  .  122 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public  ...  103 

Canteens  28 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  .  7 


1,996 


Males  . . .  940 

Females  ...  1 ,056 
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REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS  : 


No.  of  premises 

Total  No.  of 
registered 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving 

Class  of  Premises 

registered 

premises  at  end 

a  general  inspec- 

during  year 

of  year 

tion  during  year 

Offices 

7 

72 

9 

Retail  Shops  ... 

6 

137 

77 

Wholesale  Shops, 

Warehouses 

1 

6 

1 

Catering  Establishments, 
open  to  the  Public, 

Canteens 

1 

13 

6 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  ... 

— 

3 

— 

Totals 

15 

231 

93 

PEST  CONTROL 


No.  of  complaints  received  : 


Rat  infestation  . 

•••  •••  ••• 

521 

Mice . 

. 

141 

Other  pests . 

•  ••  •••  .  ,  . 

578 

No.  of  properties  found  infested  with  : 

Rats . 

732 

Mice  ... 

. 

217 

Other  pests  . 

•••  •••  ••• 

543 

No.  of  treatments  carried  over  from  previous  year: 

24 

No.  of  properties  treated  for  : 

Rat  infestation 

•••  •••  ••• 

746 

Mice  ... 

213 

Other  pests  . 

•••  •••  ••• 

501 

No.  of  infested  properties  where  advice  has  been  given: 

41 

No.  of  inspections  for  all  purposes 

.  .  •  •  •  «  .  .  • 

3,603 

No.  of  re-inspections  carried  out 

•  •  •  •  •  •  .  .  • 

1,502 

No.  of  new  contracts  taken  up 

8  Value 

£95 

No.  of  existing  contracts  renewed 

79  Value 

£1,103 

No.  of  contracts  lost 

8  Value 

£55 

The  contracts  lost  were  due  to  there  being  no  further  infestation. 

No.  of  wasps  nests  destroyed  .  380 
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SUMMARY  OF  OTHER  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 

Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  .  535 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  201 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  910 

Verminous  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Licensed  houses  ...  .  85 

Nursing  homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Pig  sties  and  poultry  runs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers .  20 

Infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  358 

Number  and  nature  of  complaints  dealt  with : 

Unwholesome  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Unsatisfactory  food  premises  .  15 

Unsatisfactory  water  supply  .  18 

Air  pollution  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Defective  drainage  systems .  25 

Defective  and  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  ...  ...  6 

Overflowing  cesspools  .  8 

Animals  improperly  kept  .  2 

Civic  Amenities  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Pollution  of  ditches  ...  19 

Disrepair  of  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  34 

Unauthorised  caravans  .  10 

Accumulations  of  rubbish .  23 

Infestations .  50 

Street  hawkers  .  13 

Noise  8 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

Premises  Number  on 

Inspec- 

Number  of 
Written 

Occupiers 

Register 

tions 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2.  3,  4, 

and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authorities  ...  3 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  ...  102 

74 

(iii)  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

Total  ...  105 

76 

— 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

Prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

Unsuitable  or  defective  3  3 

—  — . 

- - 

TOTAL  .  3  3 

—  — 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

OUTWORK  (Sections  133  and  134) 

Section  133  Section  134 


Nature  of 
Work 

No.  of 
Out- 
Workers 
in  Aug. 
List 

required  by 
Section 
133(l)(c) 

No.  of 
Cases 
of  Default 
in  sending 
Lists  to 
the  Council 

No.  of 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
Failure 
to  supply 
Lists 

No.  of 
Instances 
of  work  in 
Unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

Served 

Prosecu 

tions 

Wearing 

apparel: 

Making 

19 

etc. 

TOTAL 

19 

— 

— 

— 

- . 

- - 

D.  EVANS 


